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Awards Evening
This is on Tuesday 10th October
at 7 30pm at Maidstone Hockey
Club. Do please come along.
Awards presented. It’s good
fun, with all the entries in the
compe55ons in a splendid
visual presenta5on. There will
be either a quiz with prizes, or
a knowledgeable speaker on
bees and the importance of
encouraging them. It is a social
occasion, mee5ng other
plotholders. Some drinks and
nibbles should be available!

Bees & Birds
This reminds me of our ﬁrst
AGM when I took over as Chair.
The 5tle that the speaker chose
was ‘Sex and Violence on the
Allotments’. I think a few came
along with diﬀerent
expecta5ons to what the talk
was actually about! It was a
great visual presenta5on of the
good bugs and the bad ones.
We have had various talks since
on similar subjects. We would
like to encourage organic
gardening and use of fewer
chemicals which can harm our
precious wildlife. Hedgehogs
are endangered now. We know
several plotholders can oﬀer
advice which will be on the
website soon.
Please let us know of a
change of address, phone or
email. These are essential to
enable us to keep our records
up to date and contact you
when needed.

WELCOME….
… to our latest newsle-er. There is much informa5on for
all plotholders, so please read and enjoy; the informa5on
re the new Tenancy Agreement (below) is par5cularly
important.
Enjoy your plot, that is most important - the crops that
you grow and eat, nothing be-er, hard work but so
rewarding.

Judith
Chair

Tenancy Agreement
We have updated this to reﬂect allotment needs/
requirements in 2017. The basics remain but various
issues have arisen since 2010 when the last Agreement
was issued and the new Agreement reﬂects these. This is
in the interest of all plotholders. We have commi-ed
much 5me and thought to it.
We require you all to sign one copy of the Agreement and
return it to us as quickly as possible - to send a reminder
costs in 5me, paper and postage. Please remember that
we on the Commi-ee manage these 11 sites with over
700 plots voluntarily on behalf of Maidstone Borough
Council, keeping the costs as low as possible. We do this
with the help of reps and volunteers on sites, who play
such an important part, thanks to them. Can you help? 1
Please let us know.
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New Plotholders

Annual Invoice
The invoice for the forthcoming
year (2017/18 , is enclosed - it
shows the increase in plot rental
advised last year. Please do pay
promptly, online or by cheque/
postal order, or cash by prior
arrangement. Again reminders
cost us much-needed reserves.
Please let us know if you are
unable to con5nue with your
plot, we don’t like folk leaving us
but some5mes health or
personal circumstances make it
necessary and we understand
this.
Please let us know if there is a
problem, an allotment plot is to
be enjoyed not an added
pressure in life.

Website

We now have Ben from
Sandling Lane site
managing this for us.
[Many thanks to Ben] The
website will have relevant
and up to date informa5on.
A new sec5on will oﬀer 5ps
and advice, probably perils
too! We will have a ‘closed’
face book page – ques5ons
and informa5on and
photos can be sent
through. More details from
Ben will be on the website
shortly.

We have welcomed many new folk over the year on the
sites, some from countries with diﬀerent styles of growing
and managing to grow through winter some splendid
crops - some were very spicy I found when oﬀered them!
Some new plotholders have let us down again sadly. We
always try to explain the work and the 5me that is
needed but some5mes hopes cannot be put into prac5ce.
We always encourage and give advice but if 5me is not
available, it is a problem. There will be an updated
sec5on on the website about this.
A new plotholder at Rocky Hill has just amazed us - a 10
rod plot dug over [properly!] in a weekend - that is
excep5onal! And we have some brilliant and commi-ed
newcomers on all the sites over the year, so good to see.
And all of us older plotholders - not in age but by the
5me we’ve had plots! - are enjoying and working hard on
our plots as we have for many years, there con5nue to be
some outstanding ones. We try to encourage the
newcomers, so important that our allotments con5nue,
so precious in these 5mes of so much land being taken
for building sites.

Rent Increases
We always aim to give a year’s no5ce of increases and
an5cipate the rent must increase very slightly next year 2018/19 - from 55p per rod to 60p per rod. So a 10 rod
plot will cost £60 for the year, just £5 extra for the whole
year. We remain the cheapest in most of the South East,
thanks to our voluntary help. Our only paid posi5on is for
the vital secretarial role which Roz carries out eﬃciently.
We do have to pay contractors for work which we cannot
undertake, but we plan and budget carefully, short and
long term for each site.
The rent includes water provision, Square Hill has no
water but the rent is adjusted accordingly for plots there.
The Maidstone Borough Council grant of just over
£10,000 has now totally been withdrawn, it was phased
over four years and we s5ll have to fully budget for that
loss.
At our AGM in June each year, all details and accounts are
provided. These are audited annually. If you haven’t
joined us there please do – ques5ons and answers are
encouraged.
We have oﬀered some diﬀerent
ones this year. I do hope you have entered or nominated
someone. There is s5ll 5me, details on no5ce boards and
website. Please let us know.

Competitions
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